Extracts f r o m the comminuted roots obtained by steeping in diethyl and p e t r o l e u m ethers, ethanol, and other organic solvents had an intense red color. A chromatographic analysis of these e x t r a c t s on p aper i m p r e g n a t e d With a 5% solution of silicone oil in cyclohexane in the e t h a n o l -w a t e r -a c e t i c acid (75 : 22.5 : 2.5) s y s t e m showed that the e x t r a c t s contained a substance agreeing in color and Rf value with shikonin, isolated f r o m Echium r u b r u m Jacq. [1, 2].
A red substance was extracted from the comminuted a i r -d r y roots of this onosma with petroleum ether (fraction with bp 45-65°C). This substance was isolated f r o m the extract by a modification of B r o c km a n n ' s method [3, 4] . The resulting dark brown crystalline precipitate was purified on a column of polyamide resin (eopolymer of c a p r o l a c t a m and adipic hexamethylenediamide, 60 : 40). Elution was p e r f o r m e d With p e t r o l e u m ether (bp 45-65°C). After concentration to saturation, the eluate deposited a crystalline precipitate, C16H1605, mp 144-145°C. A mixture With an authentic sample of shikonin gave no depression of the melting point.
The 
